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My Loxp: 


WE EN you jocoſely recommended to me, tage 
'Y writing of the whole duty of woman, I dare 4 
fay, you imagin d the thought expir'd in the birtnn: - = 
firſt, that I believe your lordſhip does not conceive . 
me capable of a taſk of ſuch ſolidity and good judg- ' 
ment; and laſtly, that my own actions have been 
conducted with ſo little wiſdom and diſcretion, | -- 
it is hardly poſſible to imagine, that ſhe, who: hass 
| judged fo'illforherſelf, can have any conception 
| what the duty of a woman really is, or ought to- 
be. I confeſs my general conduct juſtifies your - 
opinion of me; but were appearances ſtilbſtronger 
againſt me, Tam conſcious my miſconduct has not 
ariſen from ignorance, ſo much as a thouſand con- 
curring ynhappy circumſtances that have attend- 
ed me; and I readily take ſhame to myſelf, that 
my love of pleaſure and neglect of the more ma- 
terial part has had no ſmall ſhare in my miſdoing- 1 
However, my Lord, notwithſtanding reaſon diſap- _ 
„„ a _ 
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hives, and. aa i ſtand even rlcondenined, give 
e leave t to aſſure yo Sxou ſtill 125825 are miſtaken ; and 
that What T appear,to be, or At leaſt what your 


ſordſfüß ſe 21 289 1052 Ale, Nas -NO- more. reſem- 
blanteè of th aan, then the greateſt oppo- 
ſites in human nature have to each other. 
But, my Lord, my ſayin this, will be no proof 
of your miſtake ; 3 I can other wiſe 5 708 15 
ſtrãate what I af T hope I ſhall be 
the more pard able, f I prefent Four lord 10 
with an inſtance you are well acquainted with: 
That five and twenty Years'makes a total gy 
bn not oni n us, but our [opinion] Gf things; I 
would only beg leave to aſk your lordſhip, if bee 
who, have the honor nom to appreach you; 
mould lock upon you as the gay pleaſure- loving, 
wild, unthinking Lord Stanhope, amiꝗſt your com- 
panions of the ſame age, never imagining that 
twenty years, excellently well employed, had made 
any chalige or improvement; good heaven how. 


5 would they be ideceivedꝭ nay,— would they not 


even deſerbe contempt tfiat could ſo imagine, When 
inſtead of cheunthinking ſallies natural. to that age; 
in this chey would ſeę the moſt ſiniſhd pattern, of 
What dee any age has erer mu : 
Produced We jet ²˙ Sidibby yiiridr j, 
Your Lordſhip has dolle me the hongur to tell 
mel am no bad painter in black and white: Have 5 
a care then, ou ate now: ſitting for your pic-- 
ture j and were I ſure to loſe the little reputation 
I have gained as an artiſt this way, I am determi- 
ned to make it ſo like, it ſhall want nothing but 
animation. I know y how uncdncerned: you are 
at the menace; while na conſcious bluſh of in F rd 
guüilt dis figures the br jpinal; Herd then you arei- 
The ranvasyor ground wor 
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negli niet h an Ta apoble t birth mY 
_ obſerve the features: Fhere is gravity without 
moroſeneſs, the moſt piercing wit without ill na- 
. racy g breeding Without af ctiog, and 
9 eee ee. of heatt 7 5 les quſtre to the W¶nole. 
-—- Well Ih We loſt my. art, if any one, Who hass 
the houour to have ever fo diſtant a kn, ]iNge of 
your. lordſhip, heſitates 15 proBounceit like as the 
fe, Phe sture being finiſhed; I ſuppotoit will 
„ be etpected 1 ſHould put the, drapery. oht— ee 5 
1 no, my lord, I ſhall give myſelf che airs of an ar- 
tiſty and leave that to the daubers. . 1 e 9/io 
My. lord; I had moſt cautiouſſy "avoided: a re- 
preſentation of theſe rare and amiable qualities, 
becauſe 1 really have an utter deteſtation to any 
thing that has the leaſt ſhadow or appearance 1 
Aattery ; and, it is hardly poſſible to doeven juſtice f 
to Jour lordſhip, without ſo far ſtirring up the | | 
envy of the generality.ot;your lex (for, my lord. 4 
the men will envy ſometimes as well as the ladies) 
that I ſhall be accuſed of a vice that my ſoul 2 
hors, while Lam telling nothing but the moſt ſo- 4 
lema truths; therefore would have ſhuud the 4 
1 mention I have made of you; had not been un- 
der a ſort of neceſſity to introduce a proof ol my 
. judgement in men, and ſuch a one, as I am ſure 
1 will be approv d of by every unprejudiced perſon 
into whoſe hands this may happen to fall; for 1! 
take it for granted, if I do not raiſe the 5 wb 
tion of my readers by ſhewing my judgment in 
men, they will conceive but an unfavourable opi- 
nion of. what I ſhall hereafter. recommend as the 
duty of a woman; hut I believe at preſent ia 
Mo given a. teſt that will put it / out of diſpute. 
But as Lyuſthinted concerning r 
to — em: when I wait upon ur ord- 
A 'S * Obs ol Ny Ove. a e 45 1 
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I have g 


btötes, and Far 1 AG £2 cab died give 

e leave t to aſſure yo e you ſtill you are miſtaken ; and 
that What T appearto be or at leaſt what your 
Ap fee 28 o-think. me, has no more relem- 
Al woman, then the greateſt oppo- 
ſites in human nature have to each other. 

But, my Lord, my ſaying this, will be no proof 
bf your miſtake ; unleſs I can otherwiſe demon- 
| ſtrate whit I aſſert; zerefore 1 hope I ſhal be 
the more pardgnable, if I prefent Four lordſhip 
with an * you. are well acquainted with. 
That five and twenty Years' makes a total alterati- 
bn not only; in us, but our [opinion] df things; I 
would only beg leave to aſk your lordſhip, 1t thoſe 
who, have the horour now to approach: you; 
Thould look upon you as the gay pleaſure- loving, 
wild, unthinking Lord Stanhope, amidſt yourtom- 
e of the fame age, never imagining that 
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even Alert contempt tl eus Fo — tet 
inſtead of che unthinkinig fallies natural to that's age; | 
in this they: would'fec: themoſtkniſhe — of 111 


| Produced? 95 nick . onjorat o Sidiiodg: vb: 
Jour L Ae e een che bot ur to tell 
mel am no bad painter in black and white: Have 
_ care then, u ate now ſitting for your pic-. 
ture; and were J ſure to loſe the little: reputation 
med as an artiſt this way, I ani determi- 

ned to make it ſo like, it ſhall want nothing but 
animation. I know how uncuncerned vo, are 
at the menace 


4 ce, while na conſcious bluſh of in ward 
| Fre disfigures the briginal:; Here then you aret- , 
oe IONS: Gund: work, is grcatneſs of min 
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iesy dit nie bo ajobſe bien. 
obſerve the features: Fhere is gravity without 


moroſeneſs, the mioſt piercing wit without ill na- 


ture, perfect good breeding without affection, and 
a bene volence of heatt 11 ds luſtre to the hole. 
— ell, L have loſt my art, if any one, who has 
the hour to have ever ſo diſtant a knowledge of 


Vour lordſhip, heſitates to pronounce it like as the 


life... The picture being finiſhod; I ſuppoſoit will 
be expected 1 ſhnuld Pur the drapery. on: No, 


no, my lord, I ſhall give myſelf the dk an ar- | 


tiſt, and leave that. to the daubers. et 

My lord; I bad moſt cautiouſly 1 a re- 
preſentation of theſe rare and : amiable. qualities, | 
becauſe I really have an utter. deteſtation to any 


thing that has tlie leaſt ſhadow or appearance of | 
flattery; and, it is hardly poſſible to doeven juſtice = 
to your lordſhip, without ſo far ſtirring up the | 
envy of the generality of your ſex (for, my lord, 
the men will envy ſometimes as well as the ladies) 
that I ſhall be accuſed: of a-vice- that my ſoul ab- 
hors, while Lam telling nothing but the moſt ſo- 
lemn truths; therefore would have ſhund the 
mention I have made of you, had I not been un- 
der a ſort of neceſſity to introduce a proof ol my 
judgement in men, and ſuch a one, as I am ſufre 
will be approv d of by every unprejudiced . 10 


into whole hands this may happen to fall; for Ti 
take it for granted, if I do not raiſe- the expecta- 


tion of my readers by ſhewing my judgment in bn T 
men, they will conceive but an unfavourable opi- 
nion of what. I ſhall hereafter. recommend as the 


duty of a woman; but I believe at preſene have. 
given a teſt that will put it out of diſpute. 
But as Luſt hinted concerning what L appear 
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thip avith my | ita) (righttinek, and oalety, 8 5 


ed with the chit- chat of an hour, my loſs of beau. 
ty is forgotten, and you go back five and twenty 
years, for my entertainment: yes; and, that I may 


_ think you in earneſt, even condeſcend to ſuit your” 
converſation to that gay time, imagining, nodoubt, 


that I have too much of the woman iu my com- 


poſition to endure the thoughts of antiquated beau- 
ty: but, my lord; believe me, I am ſo little out of 


humour with my loſs that way, I could, with in- 
finite pleaſure and entertainment to myſelf, talk to 
your lordſhip upon graver matters, without being 


under any apprehenſion my ſentiments would leſ- 
ſen me in your eſteem. Tis true I was born con- 
ſtitutionally with the greateſt ſhare of vivacity and 
ſpirits of any woman in the world; but, my lord. 


I may ſay by fortune, as Milton upon his own blind- 


neſs : In my beginning I was preſented with an uni- 
vetſal blank ; and the obligations I had to nature, were 
perverted by my accidental poverty, which turned that 
beauty that was beſtowed on me, to ſo many ſnares by 
which I was ru in d and undone ; and in conſequence have 
paſſed my life in ſerrow and miſery and however this 
declaration may ſhock your lordſhip's belief, it is 


molt ſolemnly true; for when in my youth, a time 


in which we are generally too much taken up with 
our pleaſures, and the gratification ot our paſſions, 
togiveourſelves leiſure to reflect uponthe rectitude 
of the means by which" we obtain them; even 
then, Iſay, when we cheat our underſtandings with 

the dazling proſpects of imaginary pkaſures, — 
I was wretched ;——becaule the pleaſures 1 caſted, 121 
had not their foundation upon a guſt and honour- 
able baſis. I was allur d and flatter d by gay, gau- 


dy appearances, becauſc I ſaw the eyes and ado- 


but, 


*. 


* 


3 ON 
but, my lord, my nightly ſlumbers, and the mo- 
ments we are wont to turn our eyes Inward, were 

_ diſturb'd, and the ſweets of reſt embittered by the 
ſtinging reflections that follow'd the means, by 
which thoſe appearances: were ſypported, Still 
went J on, in hopes of better fate, "ll I found my- 
ſelf in the condition of a young prodigal, who, 
having brought his fortune to the laſt ſtake, hazards 
even that, hoping ſtill to retrieve; and like him toq, 
(but alas ! too late) I found myſeif cheated and 
undone : and this, (will youbelieve me, my Lord?) 
I foon found out; but at the ſame time perceiv- 
ed that cruel bar for ever ſhut againſt me, a bar 
faſhion'd by cuſtom againſt our unhappy. ſex, 
when once they offend againſt virtue's facred rule, 
Which rigorouſly excludes us from any degree of 
fame, be our future conduct ever ſo nice, or ſcru- 
plulouſly regular. And this very tyrannic, unchriſ- 
tian cuſtom, which I am morally convinced has 
ruined innumerable women, was the reaſon I be- 
came careleſs of my conduct; becauſe I found all 
efforts to retrie ve my loſs were vain: for, my lord, 
were it otherwiſe, believe me, no woman of birth, 
having had buta tolerable education, could poſſibly, 
4 when reflections return d, ſubmit to live in any 
. degree of infamy, let the temptations be ever ſo 
great and flattering. . For my own part, I moſt 
boeh aver, I would not; to hape been miſ- 
| trreſs even to an emperor, I ſhould have always 
| look upon as a ſtate of infamy, miſery, and de- 
pendence, to which I ſhould have eſteemed. the 
humbleſt condition of innocenee that can be .ima- 
Lin d, infinitely preferable ; and fo true it is, that 
this particular infamy, that js caſt upon us when 
we make the ſmalleſt flip in our conduct, pre- 


* 


2 * 


Vents not only our return to virtue, but makes us 
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might 
might be inſulted for what theſe peop e would term 
my hypocriſy. Therefore, at the age « of forty, when | 


wotlltbe contented to be as deformed Ws ug 


nn af eee rr even ths appearances ef it: 
let us live ever ſo long, the ſame prejudice againſt 
us ſtill continues; for inſtance in myſelf: thouph _ 
T have been for ſeveral 'years quite retired from. 


tlie world, my appearance lately, as a writer hay- 


ing obliged me in ſome ſhape to rTehew my ac- 


quaintance, wherever Igo I am ſhock d to find 


the men ſtill continue to think me young ; or at 
leaſt to prevent my remembring they are not, I 
am every where entertained with the ſame ludi- | 
crous ſtuff they would talk to a girl of filteen. 
Oh heaven! could they view themſelves withr 
eyes, or hear with my ears, how would they bluſh 
to play the Pantaloon to g Woman whoſe ſoul ab- 
hors ſuch butfoonery ; and to make my 
cation ſtill the greater, I am under à feceſſitj . 
adapt my converſation to the farce they think fir 


to play: becauſe even a look of difap probation, 
poflibly expoſe me to their ridicute, and T 


I wait upon a great man, with whom I had the 


7 honour. to become acquainted at fifteen, wy. . 
verſe in maſquerade; ; he with. is air of tw 


five; T with mine of fifteen”; which d to 
more'than that he is afraid, I ſhould think 1 


old, and had forſaken his vices ; An 7h 


that caſe, would'be under a neceſſity to treat whe 


with the ſenſe and e becoming boch our 


om 99 
are fach, that, for my. own p part, were beauty. 25 5 
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Now, n „Tot theſe are the difadvantages 
n At from being born women; and 


laſting ks' our date of life; to change my EL 
y 
2 Y: tho I am Pn; did cuſtom cono- 


Kuang | 


— — — — 
2 


would dare publickly countenance me; or ſeem 
to believe it poſſible I ſhould poſſeſs any of the 


e be f and unkoppioeb dar he ing, 


ces theſe ſort of gallantries more in one 55 than 
ſeeming. You will all admit men may en | 


— — L Ti Int at, Frans. to 


my own honour; yet this very cuſtom 1 ſo bit- = 
terly com pla in of, is ſo uniyerſally; been t, mere ha 3 
is neither man or woman, by whoſe company o * 
converſation Icould think myſelf honour d, 3 


moral virtues, having unhappily err d in the point 
of chaſtity : ſeem to believe I ſay, my lord, becauſe. 
there is no law, divine or human, that countenan- 


in the other; therefore muſt this belief : only. 


profligate-in their amours, and none o vou w 
diſpute their being in all other ba 00. 2 +. 
honour;. and, EN ſuch, they are 4 LD J all 5 3 
companies, and by all ranks and degr 808 of pe 5 LL 
ple: and yet, my lord, this difference — 1 
has e up Soha Apen rns unequa 
cuſtomm 
3 L muſt beg 
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grity Tet this ver man, fir ſt betray dand 5 1 
the unhappy Mil Phillips, baſely; pay Villainou, 
tuin d het; and after | that abandoned her to s 
rot, miſery and 1 whielt Was the 3 


in 


—— a8 


A TY * N * 
R 9 
N Brin 7 ay 
_ TS wo 1 * 


8 
* * 1 
EE 


WISE 


EASE PP 
ade. 
_— 
PT" ng” 
8 us 
o . 4 


. 
. n 


— ate... Wa 
2 


is received into the Hhouſes of all the great people 


in England! tho there is not a debauchery, mean- 
neſs, hypocriſy, or diſnonourab'e action that can 
be thought of, he has not been guilty of. No man 
bluſhes to own he viſits and is acquainted with, Mr. 
Henry Muilman; tho he ſtands upon record, perjur - 
ed Beyond eventhe hopes of mercy, in public accu 
ſedof every horridcrime the laws has yet inventeda 


puniſhment for; and ſoaccuſed, that neither byhim- 


ſelf, orany birelingunderhisinſpeRtion, has one wm 


labie he is charg d with, been ever contradicted. 
My lord, does any hiſtory furniſh three ſuch in 


e of diſtinguiſhed villainy in men! yet are 
their atrocious crimes buried beneath a heap of 


wealth, and cuſtom favours their actions to ſuch a 


degree, neither of them are neglected, ſhun d, or 


delpis d by the world, and men aſſociate with them 


as tho' they ſtood as fair in the records of fame, 
as ever Socrates did, Have I not therefore reaſon 
to repine, that the laws'of honour ſhould be ſo un- 


equally rigid with regard to us, when it indulges 


our ſeducers and betrayers with unlimited bounds 
to their Pleaſures, and the frequenting them with- 
out reproach?-—yes, my lord, I have; and I am 


fure you will be one of the firſt to own, there is 
neither juſtice nor reaſon for this cruel, unchriſtian 


cuſtom ; the fear of which has coſt the lives of 
millions vf infants, both unborn, and the moment 
of their birth. There is nothing ſo ſavage and bru- 
tal in our natures, as to inſpire us with a reſoluti- 
on to commit ſanguinary acts of cruelty, if we 
were not terrified by the apprehenſion, that a diſ- 


Oy would ex 3 55 us . * and infamy irre- 
trievable | 


Fallen her, and for which n deſpis d and ſhun'd 
by the modeſt and valuable-part of her own' ſex, 
and treated with levity by yours. 7 artaſſe too, 


7 


05 e Ta fine, my HE this mi is pregnahd 


with almoſt every misfortune which happens 


us. Were returning virtue to be rewarded Gs 7 


the favour and approbation of: the world, 
would ſoon ſee it crouded with penitents of this 


fort; and it would be giving our fex an opportuni- 
ty to oonvince you, they are not inferior to your's 
either in virtue or purity of morals, when onca 


they arrive at an age capable of e ng for them 
ſelves; but, my lord, in the firſt out-ſerting of a2 


1 young girl 8 life, if ſhe makesaſlipfrom honour, how 


quick ſoever her return be, tho' her liſe and con- 


duct ſhould ever after eſcape even the cancor of ' 
envy, yet ſhe ſhall be branded to her laſt moments 


with that misfortune ; and if ſhe is beautiful, eve · 
ry man thinks he has a right to demand the pots. 


ſeſſion of her perſon, upon the ſame- baſe terms: 


with the firſt: and really, my lord, conſidering your 
are the law-makers, andalways ſeduce us to offen, 
them, I think in honour aud juſtice, there ſhould. 

be ſome leſſer puniſhment, than that of eternal in- 
famy, affiæ d to a crime in which you · are the priu · 


| dy aiders and abettors, or elſe that the crime, i 
ſhould be equally odious in both; for at preſent 


the thief is exempted from puni ;ſhment, and. it is Ca 
the party deſpoiled wha ſuffers. death, | 
For my part, my life has been. one continue 


- ſcene of error, miſtake, and unhappineſs. I Wat, 


by my ilb fate, left miſtreſs.of myſelf, before the timo. 
Tought to have forſaken my nurſery :- a great duit- 


| cheſs indeed would. have been my kind. protect-- 
_ Tels, and have done by my education, Wha tlic 


good lady Hf, did by: your. lordſtup. during 
your infancy ;- but it met my father to (what 
he called) «xm her, by a removal of me from 
ber: protection. Like * . el; 
WES, Tas - 


CE 


early into thi world? but you, with all the p 


tages of high birth, and a glorious fortune; I with - 


nothing but my beauty, which indeed, witdile . it 
laſted, amply ſupplied the deficiencies of my for- 
tune. No man living ever made a more ſplendid 
figure, than your lordſhip has done abroad: no 
woman, let her fortune be what it will, (out of 


_ England) made a genteeler one than myſelf.” But, 


my lord, you travelled to do your country immor- 
tal honour; I wandered- in foreign countries, be- 
caule ſtrangers paid me thoſe honours I was deni- 
ed in my own; till tir d with ſeeing and being ſeen, 
I return'd to my native home, always pined at-. 
ter, tho the only one in which I have been ill trea- 
ted. However from the ſtrange viciſſitudes of iny 
fortune, I have at length gleaned this uſeful and 
neceſſary part of philoſuphy: T have lived in the: 
world long enough to deſpiſe it; I haue ſonght. far a 

Friend till Iam tired with the ſearch, and T od the 


only real comforts vue enjoy are thoſe we make ta 


ounſebvies; which if I remember right, my. lord, 


were in part the ſentiments. you were in, when I 


had laſt the honour to ſee you; and vain and pre- 
ſumptuous, as any fort of compariſon between us. 

muſt be, it has been of infinite conſolation to me, 
when I roam up and down mv. little garden, and 
frequently, © in my mindseyes ” behold your lord- 
ſhip the ſame way employ'd, it is then I look 
4 e upon the world, and rejoice from my ſoul, 
when I reflect my way of thinking x in ſome de- 
| gree has a likeneis of your lordſhip's,, \ 


The ill treatment I have met "with, from: the 


- win: has taught me wiſdom, but no hardneſs of 


heart: Iam content, —conſequently chearful; and 
I feel ſo little of the envious reflecttons of decay d 95 


wean 988 to happy a8 when Icancon 
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bute to the Minh ant e gol, thoſe 2 
1 In this Jute Bac ofrranquility I move; but, as 


to purſha mine is bent on the preſeryation ab 7 


Sax Te 4 


happineſs of an only ſiſter, and her little family, 
of whom I am the ſole ſupport. aud de ce. 
Part of theſe is one daughter, now about the age 
of fifteen ; and, in the pains I e . 
education, will be beſt deſcribed mk atiments 
the true duty a TO. 1 

My lord, I have taught her to love and bat d. 
as the firſt principle, on which her every ôther, 
happineſs depends; for the modiſh way g teach- 
ing young ladies this firſt of duties, I Io upon 
as one of the moſt ſhocking neglects 3 in their edu- 
cation; and ſo little is this eſſential part regarded, 
if you aſk. of what religion a fine. lady is, Ihe is 
ſcarce able to give you a rational anſwer; {i A | 
if you proceed farther, and touch upon the rules 
and tenets of it, you find them, for 7 moſt Part, 
totally ignorant; and I muſt confeis in either lex, 
where they have not rea religion, By which, my; 
lord, I don't mean any ue cult, but the, 
true love and ſear of God, there can be no other; 
moral virtue: for I can very ſoon bring myſelf ta 
conceive, what the man or womans actions muſt 
be, who have no dependence pen future reward 
or puniſhment. 2 

My lord, I have moſt carefillly emminotiomias! 
£ the word virtue means, to prevent this child's:run-- 
ning away with an idea, that the wholens com- 
priz d in chaſtity; for I hold that to be only a con- 
comitant, and my way of explaining ittto her, is, 
that it is neceſſary a woman ſhould have every as 
ther moral virtue to acoompany thats: and in ore 

dert to attain 10 this POR perie 


4 


14 1 5 
have her general IT. Bode without 6 _ i 
ſtraint, affable without boldneſs, reſerved without if. 
prudery, and gay without levity ; and, by ſhewing | 
her the advantages of temperance and- patience, I | 
hope to make them her choice. I ſhall endeavour: | 
too, to teach her humility, but without meanneſs; 
fart would give herſuch aconfciouſnefs of her own 
worth as may tend to her preſervation. I will al- | 
ſo endeavour to give her an idea of charity, not- 
as itis commonly underſtoood, but according to the. 
true genuine ſenſe and meaning of it; and I look 
upon one eſſential of that charity, we are recom- 
mended to practice for one another, to be an ut- 
ter deteſtation for detraction. Truth my lord, E 
recommend as a fundamental never to be varied 
from, and the ſtricteſt watch over her paſſions; 
for tho'-no human creature is able to attain a to- 1 
tal government of them; yet, cloſely guarded, thex f 
may be kept in ſuch ſubjeQion, as to give us the. | 
proper maſtery of them; and, in that caſe, how | 
many evils do we avoid; by remembring her of 
the ridiculous figure ſhe frequently obſerves talking- | 
women make, the will find the neceflity of a com- 1 
petent ſhare of taciturnity; and that ſhe may be „ 
ſure to keep her own ſecrets, I have taught her too. 
think it diſhoneſt to betray other people's. | - 
Tremember an obſervation of Montaigne, who 
was ſcrupulouſly careful of the education of an on- 
ly daughter, when his wife died, he took a gover- 1 
neſs into the houfe for her inſtruction; and beingE 4 
one day in hearing, when the young lady was rea- 
ding, the came to the word which in engliſh ſigni- 
fies a beach- tree, but in french bears a double enten- | 
dre. The governeſs reproved her for not going 
over that word, with, oh fie m iſs, you ſhould have gone Al 
over that eig word DD wit never ſay- it gain. | 
* 1 = | Montaigne * ED 
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Moentaignes reflections were upon this circus 
Nance: that theſe ſort of fooliſh cautions rais'd'a 


— 


curioſity in young girls minds, that was freq xg lf 


ly fatal to them; and I am convinced he is ri 
for to teach young girls 'pradery, I verily be 0k 
may be as pernicious to them as libertiniſm. They 


learn from that to maſſc and conceal their paſſi- 
ons, but never to conquer them; and they ly ſmo—- 
thered only as fire pent up for want of air, which 


if ever they give vent to, ſpreads to their deſtructi- 


on. Therefore my lord, am I very careful how I 
talk myſteriouſly before this child; ; and whenever 


I mencionanything to her that concerns her behav- 


jour towards the ſex, I never talk of them as ſcare · 


crows; but endeavour to inculcate, how far they 


may, conducted by her own prudence, be inſtru- 
mental to her happineſs, and, without that 5 75 ; 


cial care of herſelf, to her. miſery. 


She is a beautiful girl; yet, in my life, 1 1 never 
told her, that beauty had, or ought to have, one 
ſingle grain of merit eſſential to her well-being: on 


the contrary, that there is no other way to make 
herſelf happy, but by endeavouring to cultivate 


thoſe laſting accompliſnments of which men never 
fire, —a well- taught, honeſt mind. : 
She has great ſharpneſs: of wit and vivacity, 
This, my lord, I keep under the ſevereſt conſtraint, 


by perpetually expoſing to her view pictures of 


_ ridicule, in the characters of witty wives, Which, 


begging their pardons, I muſt confeſs I think one 


of che greateſt curſes an honeſt man can be tor- 
mented with. In ſhort, I have an utter abhorrence 
for wit at any rate, unleſs, as in ; your lordſhip, it is 
ma ſenſible, good-natur' d man's keeping; but in 

a wife it is productive of many ills. The rſt ting 
\ one * theſe * ones — nds ones 15, reel mm, 
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breaching. What we-ought to be 


thay hen a. - Judeed having the honour to be pretty well 


1-8 3 
den kuband i is a fool; and can there be 4 möfe 
us ſituation in nature for a woman? they: 
may flatter themſelves, with an opinion of the 
gure chey make in that light; but my lord, I 5 


ſinſiſt upon it, the only one they can ever ſhine in, 


is that which- borrows it's luſtre from their hut- 


4 Md — to return to my niece; 
To prevent it ever creeping into "9 thought, 


that any woman can be a goddeſs, I take care her 
reading ſhall berſuited to the lectures I give. L am 


not, nor in my life ever was, poſſeſſed of a novel 


or romance. She has Telemaque to read for the 
improvement of her French, Dr. Tillotſon for her 
Exgliſs, and both I hope for her moral inſtruction. 
La Hripere I lay near her, by way of looking: glaſs; 


and now and then, inſtead of telling her what I 


mean, ſet her to tranflate ſome of the uſeful places. 


How my endeavours may ſucceed, heaven only 
knows j but theſe are the beſt methods I can ſug- 


geſt to train up a girl, by which ſhe can ever learn 
What is truly the duty of a woman; and; if ſhe lives 
to that eſtate, this ground-workT hope, will pro- 
duce :condeſcenſion; affability, temperance, pru- 
dence, charity, chaſtity, and wiſdom, out of which 
materials if ſhe does not make the man hap . 
jg falls to her n am afraid. it will be his ow ow 
Ne lordſhip: i b 45 pd a e ge as s any man 
1 Lalor you 
tell me, 190 ou think my ſyſtem 4 good one. If my 
— lines till ſhe is twenty, I ſhall recommend to 
peruſal that celebrated performance of your 
brdſhi Þ's, the whole duty of man; but at preſent the 
it teaches, I think is matter for. older heads 
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17 
N and w—_ 7 had had a from: your own e 
that you were the author of that piout book, could never © 
have believed your lucubrationt could have turned upon 
ſyſtem of religion and fel If-denial, Jo fully of ge 
an morti cation. 

Jour lordſhip, will T hope parsen my mentio- 
ning your being the author of that ineſtimable piece, 
ag you enjoined me to no ſort of ſecrecy ; but? 
don't know where to produce an Inſtance, that 
does fo much honour to my own opinion, % 
there is nothing we are ſo often miſtaken in as appea - 
rances. When one ſees your lordſhip with a half. 
down caſt look, twirling your thümbs, I muſt 
confeſs myſelf one of thoſe heretics, who hereto» | 
fore fuſpected your ſtiſted thoughts were much 
more gòverned by the fleſh than the ſpirit. Me- 
thinks E now fee your lordſhip, in the very pq ſiti- 
on I have this moment 'defcribeg; turning vour 
Fhumbs one overt the other, and thatyour thoughts 
are, why, what an odd ſort of a devil this in? there is 
o knowing what to make of her. And in fine; that 
you are as much ſurpriz d at a-ſheer of moral reaſo- 
ning from me, as I can be when L turn over the 
whole duty of man, and recollect Lord 2 e e 6 
be the author. : 

My lord, give me OR to reid von, you- Ins 
drawn this upon yourſelf: Etold you my intenti- 

on was to have done writing; aud that if the world 

would. forgive me the treſpais I had made upon 
their patience, I would do fo no more: Your lord- 
ſhip ſaid, no, poſitively no, that I muſt ſtill write ad. 
gain, and gave: me for a ſubject the fixſt- which 
dame into your head, it e. the 1obole duty q uma; 
and to convince your lordſhip I thoroughly un- 

derſtood what that means in your ſonſe ot it, I 

. upon obedlonco rc be. a principal part; in cot 
3 = | OVER. 
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comprehenſion. I am . there za 
be great amendments made, and 
ſary hints may be. given, cawar Ng 
ene e „ Lam quite coul, u; 
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have already mentioned the impoſſibility, which: Z 


TH: fo, any ſtring.that is touch d upon, to ſound my 


10g criticiſms can no wa | 
eiſms I can never fear, while your lordſhip is Piet 


has always been at war with me, under Ptetence 


but few of my 


Other aid, they eſcape ſcandal; or, hichi 1 
5 are R it. * 3 thaw Fete 50 


99 cp, cn 5 
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all doubt but . wi 


Now, my lord, 1 don't. At, 


which 1 declare myſelf abſolutely, nhconcerned.. 


know I labour aꝑainſt, were I to attempt any juſ- 
rification of my own Character; ; for prejuckee Was 

and paſſion 1s, too. mighty a gainſt me, for the voice 
of truth and reaſon to be — and I know alt 


praiſes, would be diſcord to the ears of a prejudic- 
ed world, hoſe food is calumny. There are the 
great vulgar as well as the ſmall; and I dont knaw 


flow with . Mil Fa 


that either of them over 
* human kindneſs. 

F ame, as a writer, I am i little concern for, 
it is a thing that never entered my head: there- 
gall me; and witti- g 


cd to condeſcend to be my protector. The world 


of my leading a blameable life : 1 with x im _: 
the reatons I have given; and alſo, chat there are 
memies who de not apparently 5 
practiſe themſelves the. Vices they pretend to diſap- 5 | 
-prove in me; but by the aid of tc 0 rene, BY = ; 
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neuro! 
> world before 
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in my on jut 
ab; 1 ed, 
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| have a 
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| prove; « ever OT to offend: chem as: lite as 1 
1 performance 1 have Jatel y wat public, I | 
do aſſure your lordſhip, I never intended ſhould | 
have ſeen the light, till J was laid in the grave; and 
.quite indifferent of the ſucceſs it would then have 
met with, 1 only meant to convince my own fa- 
mily I had” nat .been ſo much to blame as they 
. Imagined, — and the world in general, that there 
was nothing ſo little to be depended upon as 5 
common fame. But my misfortunes have obliged 
me to do that for ſubſiſtance, I never deſigned to 
make any other uſe of than in my own juſtification: 
and I muſt confeſs I am now ſo welt pleaſed it has 
hap pened ſo; ſince I fee how hard it is to convince | | 
e world of truths, even tho" they are told of 
1 275 people, who have it in their power, if injured, 
to ſet their wrongs in a true light : And, had I been 
breathleſs, I make no doubt but Mrs. Phillips, A 
ology would have been read in the character of 
à romance, as much as Tor: Jones, or any other 1 no- | 
vel. But it is, under all its difadvantages, now. 7 
gone forth; and tho as a great lord told me, what = 3 
'tho' it be true he would deny it, and ſhould be belie-. 
ed before me; yet, my lord, as thoſe I have accuſed 1 
till live, if [ have done them wrong, they would = 
do well to juſtify themſelves, while I live; for if " 
they delay 1 J am in the grave, it will be then too 
late. The moment my eyes are cloſed, the facts 
aſſerted i in my books become immortal, even tho 
deny d by the noble lord 1 hint Al, nis couſin, 
Or. G i 
Ny lord, as to diQtion, Aite, We flowers 
1 rhetoric, or any one art neceſſary to a writer, x: 4 
| know I am totally ignorant of them; and truth, 
plai. truth, i in is native be dreſs, is * T de- 


. 


3 | | 2 


ker on. The ha of my ie oy han Wel 
me into a method to get my bread, confeſs my- 
Tk quite unqualified for ; 1 as the variety ot 
their actions have furniſhed me with inexhauſtible 
matter, while I can ſcratch upon paper, I will if 

oſſible not ſit down without a dinner : — Tho 
Te. when I have compiled the promiſed ſe- 
quel to a hiſtory®, part of which 1 have already re- 
lated, your lordſhip will be of opinion, that m 
bad beiter have contented himſelf with ſeven diſhes to 
have given me two, thun have feaſted upon nine with 
this ſequel for his deſert. _ 

It remains now, that I beg your lordſhip! 8 pardon 
for taking up ſo much of your time, upon matters 
which I am quite conſcious can afford you fo lit= 
tle entertainment. When your lordſhip put it in 
my head to write this, and gave me leave to dedi- 
cate it to you, I very well knew what was your 
kind intention but if you will do me the honour 
to reflect how flattering the occaſion is, which 
puts it in my power to open my heart to your 
lordſhip, you will excuſe every crudity it contains. 
J can with ſincere truth, aver, had heaven bleſſed 
me with talents capable of compoſing the moſt 
«Foo piece, it ſhould be at your lordſhip's feet 5 
I would lay it;, and I can further add, with the grea- 
teſt truth, that, to what fate ſoever I am reſerved, 
while 1 have exiſtence, even time itſelf ſhall never 
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